
  
ANNUAL FUND DRIVE - PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT 

TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Our teachers are one of our most important assets at Claire Lilienthal. There are many ways the PTA supports 

them but one way is supporting their professional development.  Here’s what our teachers have to say about 

the support they receive:  

“The professional development days funded by 

the PTA have been instrumental in CL’s successful 

ease into the Common Core curriculum and our 

current focus on Project Based Learning.  It feels 

incredible as an educator to get such remarkable 

support from our PTA. Thank you!”  

– Desry Guenther (6th grade teacher) 

“I find that the extra professional development 

days are important because they allow teachers 

to learn and/or share strategies to support 

students in the classroom. One example was a 

series of workshops on how to use Google 

programs such as slides, photos, documents, and 

calendar to facilitate teacher-to-student, teacher-

to-parent, and student-to-student 

communication. Another valuable experience was 

having time with colleagues to become familiar 

with the ever-changing standards and curriculum 

that the SFUSD has adopted over the years in 

order to plan ahead.”  

– Mitchell Reif (5th grade teacher) 

“The priority that our administration & SSC have 

put on professional development, with the 

support of the PTA, has made a huge impact on 

our Kindergarten grade level planning, and 

therefore, on our students. Grade level release 

days are essential to thoroughly plan the most 

engaging and effective instruction. This summer 

(for the first time in 10 years of teaching at CL) I 

was sent to professional development outside of 

the district - and it was an incredible 

experience! The Teachers College Writing 

Institute at Columbia University was inspiring, 

invigorating, and I know that I better 

understand how to teach writing now. My 

colleagues are also benefitting from what I 

learned, and I can't wait to learn from my 

colleagues who attended Project Based 

Learning World. Thank you all for supporting 

professional development for our staff!”  

- Rebecca Rogers (kindergarten teacher) 

The PTA will fund $20,000 for teacher professional development in the 2017-18 school year. This allows each 

teacher to have 3 additional professional development days per year, which teachers use to collaborate with 

each other, develop curricula, and share teaching strategies. Teachers attended Project-Based Learning World 

and Readers and Writers Workshop so they could share ideas with other educators and incorporate new and 

unique projects into their lesson plans. 

To donate to the Annual Fund:  Return your donation in the donation envelope sent home with your child or donate 

online at clairelilienthal.org/giving.  All donations are welcome and appreciated! 

 

Thank you,  

The Annual Fund Committee  clpta.annualfund@gmail.com 


